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Proud to 
Be CCC: 


GRADUATION 


2021 


On May 23rd, City Colleges of 
Chicago was proud to host our 
2021 Virtual Commencement 
Ceremony where we 
celebrated the achievements of 
this year’s graduating class in 
their homes across the city. 


Over the last year, our 2021 
associate degree earners have 
defined resilience, remaining 
on track to complete their 
degrees and fulfill their dreams. 
We can't wait to watch the City 
Colleges Class of 2021 make 
their mark on our great city. 


Congratulations, graduates! 








Presenting the 2021 City Colleges 
Valedictorians and Salutatorians: 
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Valedictorian: Sonia Bibian 
Salutatorian: Braulio Olmedo 


HAROLD WASHINGTON COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Kaming Leung 
Salutatorian: Qianhong Ni 


KENNEDY-KING COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Estephanie Espinoza Leyva 
Salutatorian: Maya Sheriff 


MALCOLM X COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Chin Yeng Low 
Salutatorian: Ernest Billinger 


OLIVE-HARVEY COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Eniola Bankole 
Salutatorian: Mercy Ekpo 


TRUMAN COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Nicholas Rin-Laures 
Salutatorian: Woodger Faugas 


WRIGHT COLLEGE 
Valedictorian: Dianna Garzón 
Salutatorian: Pasquale Sanfelice 
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Where do CCC grads 
transfer? Top destinations: 


& Be tE TC | 


> 


IE US PP ikbaqu ) 7 & collaboration 
> 4) ED Voulube 





The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation recently announced 
the recipients of its prestigious Cooke Undergraduate 
Transfer Scholarship, including six students from City 
Colleges of Chicago - the most CCC awardees to 
date! 


The City Colleges students make up the majority of 
the nine recipients selected from Illinois. In total, 72 
high-achieving community college students from 
across the country were awarded up to $40,000/ 
year to transfer to a four-year college or university to 
complete their bachelor’s degrees. 


Dalin Eap 
Wilbur Wright College 


Renee King 
Harry S Truman College 


Kaming Leung 
Harold Washington College 


City 
40 Colleges 
ETELE 


Awarded Significant 
Scholarships to 
Continue Their 
Educātion 


Mohammad Noormohammad 
Wilbur Wright College 


Huan Phan 
Wilbur Wright College 





Precious Taiwo 
Harry S Truman College 








To learn more, click on the name of each scholarship or program on this page. 


Who's eligible? 


Students who graduate from a 
CPS, charter, or Big Shoulders 
Fund partner school, earn 

at least a 3.0 GPA, and test 
completion-ready in math and 
English. 


What's the benefit? 


Star Scholars can complete 
their degree or certificate at 
City Colleges for free, including 
tuition and books! 


Who's eligible? 


Students who graduated from 
a CPS or CPS charter school in 
2020 and have not yet started 
their college journeys. 


What's the benefit? 


ACE Scholars can earn a 
scholarship of $500 if they 
take summer courses at City 
Colleges and/or a scholarship 
of $1,000 and a laptop to keep 
if they take classes this fall. 


Who's eligible? 


Students who graduated from 
CPS during the 2021 academic 
year and plan to continue their 
education at CCC this fall. 


What's the benefit? 


Summer Start Scholars can 
earn free college English 
credits and up to $1,000 this 
summer. 


Who's eligible? 

Recent CPS graduates who 
are looking to become CPS 
teachers through the Teach 
Chicago Tomorrow Pathways 
Partnership. 


What's the benefit? 


All Teach Chicago Tomorrow 
Pathways Partnership Scholars 
will be provided with a 
renewable scholarship worth 
up to $3,000. 


Who's eligible? 

Juniors and seniors at 
participating Chicago high 
schools. 


What's the benefit? 


Early College students can 
earn college credits for free 
before they graduate from high 
school, saving them time and 
money on the cost of a college 
degree. The program consists 
of two opportunities: 


1. Dual Credit: Students take 
college-level courses taught by 
supervised, qualified teachers 
at their high school. 


2. Dual Enrollment: Students 
take college-level courses at 
City Colleges alongside CCC 
students. 


Jonathan Macedo, the 18-year- 
old owner of Peke's Pozole 

in Archer Heights, has taken 
Early College classes at both 
Harold Washington College and 
Malcolm X College while still in 
high school at Lindblom Math 
and Science Academy. Through 
the courses, he’s not only been 
able to earn college credits for 
free, but he’s also built relevant 
management skills to put to use 
at his restaurant. 


Jonathan's advice to other 
students considering Early 
College comes as a question: 


“Why would you not take 
advantage of the opportunity?" 


Click here to read more! 
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This National Nurses Month, there has never been a more critical time to 
praise their tireless efforts. 


MXC Nursing 
Students Are 
| Com mitted to Ca re Meet Ernest Billinger, 


Malcolm X’s 2021 
Salutatorian and Future 
Nurse at Mayo Clinic: 


Click on a video to learn more about a few of our inspiring students: 


For more than a year, nurses around our city, 
country, and world, including our student 
nurses at Malcolm X College, have made 
countless sacrifices to keep us all safe. 
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Meet Nursing Student Shaquan Dupart: 








Meet Nursing Student Jessica Joseph: 


of Malcolm X’s nursing students 

| à passed the NCLEX, the national 

% licensing exam required to start 
practicing as a nurse. 


Go Loca 





Session 





Registration 
Deadline en 


Discover insights about how to 
support student success from 
dynamic presentations focused 
on the following five tracks: 


English as a Second 
Language (ESL) 


Language Arts 
Math 


Technology Across the 
Disciplines 


Bridge Program 
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Vaccine Ambassador Course 


The City Colleges of Chicago (CCC) 
and Chicago Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) announced the 
launch of a free Vaccine Ambassador 
Course (VAC) to train Chicagoans to 
become trusted vaccine education 
ambassadors in their communities. 
Offered in both English and Spanish, 
community members can complete 


Using virtual reality, Olive-Harvey 
College's new forklift simulator program 
will help students gain the skills needed 
to safely and effectively operate a lift 
truck. 


@ World Journal 
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© Chicago Sun-Times 


Eugene ‘Eda’ Wade, ‘master artist’ 
who worked on landmark Wall of 
Respect, dead at 81 


One of Eugene “Eda” Wade's largest 

projects was painting 64 fire doors at 
Malcolm X College, transforming the 
steel doors into murals that highlight 
Black culture and Egyptian and West 


NEWS 
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City Colleges of Chicago at forefront 
of offering free tuition, announced 
in 2014 


Through the Star Scholarship, City 
Colleges has been providing free tuition 
and books to eligible Chicago high school 
students since 2014. 


@Chicago Defender 


Curaleaf Seeks Equity and 
Opportunity in Cannabis 


Curaleaf, one of the country’s largest 
cannabis organizations, has awarded 
$250,000 to Olive-Harvey College to 
support the college’s cannabis programs, 
as well as to help fund an internship and 
scholarship program. 
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Click here to learn more and register 
for the course to become a vaccine 
ambassador! 


Daily Herald 

Roosevelt U. pharmacy program 
partners with City Colleges on dual 
enrollment 

Through a new partnership, City Colleges 
students who meet certain requirements 
now have a direct pathway to earn their 


Doctor of Pharmacy degree at Roosevelt 
University. 


Lift and Access 
Olive-Harvey Announces High-Tech 
Forklift-Simulator Training 


participate in key biology and healthcare 
courses and earn up to 15 college credits. 


@ Fortune 


We wondered what the Class of 
2021 wants from work. So we 
asked them 


Originally from Syria, Ahmad Aladawi 
came to the U.S. six years ago and started 
his college journey by taking ESL and 
credit courses at Wright College before 
transferring to UIC to earn his bachelor's 
degree. At Wright, he took advantage 

of various opportunities, including an 
apprenticeship program with Accenture. 


Click here to read the article in Chinese 
in Fortune China. 


© New York Times 


Biden Directs Education Funding to 
Community Colleges, a Key Lifeline 


Chancellor Salgado discusses the positive 
impact that the Biden Administration's 
plan for free community college would 
have on City Colleges students, as well as 
our communities and economy. 


© Austin Talks 


PepsiCo Foundation makes 
investment in Black, latinx students 


Two new scholarship programs from the 
PepsiCo Foundation are providing both 
funding and support to Black and Latinx 
community college students, including 
students at CCC, to help them advance 
their education. 


1,000 signups 


The Chicago Apprentice Network, 
which helps to connect students at CCC 
and other community colleges with 
apprenticeships at several of Chicago's 
top companies, has now supported over 
1,000 apprenticeships since 2017. 


© Crain’s Chicago Business 


How the Chicago Apprentice 
Network changed my life 


Susana Hernandez Torrez, an alumna 

of Harold Washington College, found 

a permanent career at Aon after 
completing an apprenticeship with the 
company through their partnership with 
City Colleges. 


SEED Scholarship 


City Colleges, alongside our partners 

at Chicago Public Schools, recently 
announced that CPS graduates looking 
to become teachers through the Teach 
Chicago Tomorrow Pathways Partnership 
are eligible for the new SEED Scholarship 
- an up to $3,000 renewable scholarship 
from CCC - starting this fall. 
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